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Friedli, Werner 1966. 
ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, Bildarchiv/Stiftung Luftbild Schweiz / LBS_H1-026898
CC BY-SA 4.0, 10.3932/ethz-a-000368061

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://doi.org/10.3932/ethz-a-000368061
http://doi.org/10.3932/ethz-a-000368061
http://doi.org/10.3932/ethz-a-000368061
http://doi.org/10.3932/ethz-a-000368061
http://doi.org/10.3932/ethz-a-000368061


1875–1993: 70% demolition rate
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Abrissplan

Background Map Data © OpenStreetMap contributors
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Abrissplan

StABS, STA DS BS 9 3370
Background Map Data © OpenStreetMap contributors



1933: Schuhmacherplan

1946: Korrektionsplan Kleinbasel

1949: Korrektionsplan Grossbasel

1958: Gesamtverkehrsplan

1958: Gegenvorschlag
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Korrektionsplan

«The correction plan aims to:

1. relieve the city centre of all 
unnecessary traffic by expanding 
well-dimensioned and well-located 
bypass roads,

2. improve urban traffic itself by 
expanding and supplementing the 
existing road network,

3. reorganise conditions that have 
become untenable.»

StABS, STA DS BS 9 4531 (translation MT) StABS, STA DS BS 9 3433



• Rise of Population Numbers

• Sanitary Concerns:
• 79% of flats w/o bathroom,
• 84% of flats w/o warm water,
• 64% of flats w/o laundry room

• Job Creation Scheme 
(Arbeitsrappen)
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Basel in the early 20th century

Stat JB BS 1930
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Basel in the early 20th century
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Planning for Traffic

StABS, STA DS BS 9 4224 StABS, STA DS BS 9 3433
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Rümelinsplatz
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Rümelinsplatz

• «Practically nothing of the
modernisation programme’s
proposals was realised»
(Fingerhuth 1988)

• «Basel just barely escaped from the
destruction of its historic center»
(Russi 2022)

• rudimentary first «approaches of
[the correction plans’] realisation»
(Huber 2014)

• «fragments» of implementation
(Zaugg 2010)

StABS, STA DS BS 9 3433
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Korrektionsplan



12moritz.twente@unibas.ch

1. Korrektionsplan

StABS, STA DS BS 9 3370
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1. Korrektionsplan

StABS, STA DS BS 9 4531
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2a. Baulinienplan

OEREB BS 4977 (PDF)

https://oereblex.bs.ch/api/attachments/8018
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2b. Baulinienplan

OEREB BS 4977 (PDF)

https://oereblex.bs.ch/api/attachments/8019
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Impact of the Correction Plans

Schuhmacherplan 1933. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Impact of the Correction Plans

Korrektionsplan Kleinbasel 1946. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Petersgraben 20

StABS, STA DS BS 9 3769
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Petersgraben 20

StABS, STA DS BS 9 3769

• «Historical Town Protection» != 
«Heritage Protection»

• Correction Plans as instruments for
preserving the historical center?
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Referendum

Baslerstab, 09.12.1949, StABS PA 929b Z (1) 2
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Referendum

Triest-Verlag
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Referendum
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Implementation?

OEREB BS 3689 (PDF)

https://oereblex.bs.ch/api/attachments/8467
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Feldbergstr. 31
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Klybeckstr. 63
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Impact of the Correction Plans?

Schuhmacherplan 1933. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Impact of the Correction Plans?

Where else can we see partial 
implementation of any correction
plans?

Schuhmacherplan 1933. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Impact of the Correction Plans?

Where else can we see partial 
implementation of any correction
plans?

• Building Statistics

• Building Location (Distance to Road)

• Road Statistics

Schuhmacherplan 1933. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Data:  Road Width
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Data:  Building Distance
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Impact of the Correction Plans?

Where else can we see partial 
implementation of any correction
plans?

• Building Statistics

• Building Location (Distance to Road)

• Road Statistics

Korrektionsplan Grossbasel 1949. 
Background Map: Geodata Canton Basel-Stadt (CC BY 4.0)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Next Step: Exploration

0

5

10

15

0 1
Building Affected By Any Correction Plan

Bu
ild

in
g 

D
is

ta
nc

e 
to

 R
oa

d

Violin Plot for the whole city



33moritz.twente@unibas.ch

Next Step: Exploration
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Background Map Data © OpenStreetMap contributors
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Life after Correction Plans?

• Planning Paradigm Change

• Oil Crisis 1973

• Institutionalisation of Heritage 
Conservation (BS) 1977
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Life after Correction Plans?

• Planning Paradigm Change

• Oil Crisis 1973

• Institutionalisation of Heritage 
Conservation (BS) 1977

… but still


