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www.africa-art-archive.ch

The website is a:

- Online catalogue for the
exhibition

- Online database

- Blog/editorial

- Presentation for the research
project

And was  made within five
months

CC-BY 4.0: Hans Himmelheber, ohne Titel ["meine Sammlung"], FHH 158-29, Museum Rietberg Zürich, https://africa-art-
archive.ch/explore-the-archive/fhh-158-29
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Archive Viewer: Overview over 15000 photos and over
1000 objects, based on the vikus viewer Zoom in: photos and objects side by side



Zoom in: information about the photo, link to the
database Database: Links photos and artworks



Archive and sources

Highly detailed notes by
Himmelheber, detailed finding aid, 
but not properly digitised.

How to use it without reproducing
its language?

MRZ SAr HH.01-02: Reisetagebücher, Museum Rietberg Zürich, https://africa-art-archive.ch/explore-the-archive/hh-01-02



A few details...



Disclaimer

A pop-up upon the first visit

Keeping it short, keeping it
simple

Who is it for?



Licenses

Photos: mainly CC-BY

Object: it's complicated!

Personal rights
Decision: Its important that the
photos are visible and accesible

CC-BY 4.0: Hans Himmelheber, ohne Titel ["Baule Netz werfend/Bozi 19.III.[35]"], FHH 124-24, Museum Rietberg Zürich, 
https://africa-art-archive.ch/explore-the-archive/fhh-124-24



Editorial Blur

About 1000 images are blurred
and marked with "sensitive 
content"

Based on certain keywords and 
manial checks

CC-BY 4.0: Hans Himmelheber, ohne Titel, FHH 249-2, Museum Rietberg Zürich, https://africa-art-archive.ch/explore-the-
archive/fhh-249-2



Language

The content on the website ist 
mostly in german, english and 
french

Database is currently only
available in german



"Low Data Modus"

List view and mobile friendly



Keywords

Vast, hierarchical list of keywords

Everyone gives different tags for
the same image

Special keywords like:

CC-BY 4.0: Hans Himmelheber, ohne, FHH 55-12, Museum Rietberg Zürich, https://africa-art-archive.ch/explore-the-
archive/fhh-55-12



Titles

How to describe photos
objectivly?

Use of quotation marks for
original description by
Himmelheber

Don't give a title


